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in-chief of the Catholic forces, surveying and directing
combined operations from one end of Europe to the
other. Pius IV. had been with difficulty prevented
by Philip from excommunicating Elizabeth. Pius v.
had launched his bull, as we have seen, a few months
too late (1570); and even then it was not allowed to
be published in either Spain or France. The life of
that Pope was wasted In earnest remonstrances with
the Catholic sovereigns for not executing the sentence
of the Church against the heretic Queen. Gregory xni.,
who succeeded him just before the Bartholomew
Massacre, took the attack into his own hands. He
was a warm patron of the Jesuits, who were especially
devoted to the centralising system re-established at
Trent. He and they had made up their minds that
England was the key of the Protestant position; that
until Elizabeth was removed no advance was to be
hoped for anywhere.

The decline of a religion may be accompanied by a
positive increase of earnestness and activity on the
part of its remaining votaries, deluding them into a
belief that they are but passing through, or have
successfully passed through, a period of temporary
depression and eclipse. Among the Catholics of the
latter part of the sixteenth century there was all the
enthusiasm of a religious revival. In no place did
this show itself more than at Oxford. There the
weak points of popular movements have never been
allowed to pass without challenge, and what is really
valuable or beautiful in time-worn faiths has been
sure of receiving fair-play and something more. The
gloss of the Reformation was already worn off. The